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and there was widespread Nazi jubilation over the victory. But the
Czech who had remained in control of the telephone service finally
communicated with a nearby military post. Soon a truck came along
with ten soldiers. They drove into the market-place and fired in
the air as a signal for the crowds to disperse. The Henleinists fired
at the soldiers, and that was how one street batde started. One
Henleinist was killed and two were wounded; twenty-seven
Henleinists, including the mayor of the town, were finally put under
arrest.

This was the story of the putsch in Chodau which followed
Hitler's Nuremberg speech. All over the so-called Egerland there
were similar attempted uprisings and with the exception of the town
of Schwadenbach, part of which was in German territory, they
were everywhere quickly put down. The Czechs restored order
and remained in control of the territory.

The office of the Consumers' Co-operative in which I was sitting
reeked with smoke. The handful of men in charge of it were not
jubilant over the Czech victory. Hitler had suffered a smashing
defeat. Henlein had fled, so had thousands of his leading sub-
ordinates. Others were in Czech jails. The Henleinist Party had
been outlawed;, the Henleinist press had ceased to function; the
whole Henleinist movement had collapsed: their flags, badges,
emblems, uniforms, had disappeared. The Czechs were masters in
the Sudetenland- Any notion Henlein or Hitler might have had
that the Czechs would be caught unawares, and wouldn't suppress
the insurrection lest it bring on a war, was now utterly exploded.
The Czechs acted with decision, even when, as in Eger, machine
guns had been turned on them, and their gendarmes were mowed

down.  But-----

What would happen next? Hitler couldn't endure the defeat the
Czechs had inflicted on him in the Sudetenland. He would need
to do something violent and decisive to retrieve his prestige. If he
did become master of the Sudetenknd the supporters of the
Republic would be among the first victims of his vengeance. The
men in this room could look forward to the concentration camp,
or to the execution block where the man in the frock coat with the